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Pashinski calls for fully funded state budget

Push to allow smaller PA cities 
to enforce parking laws

 As of this writing, Pennsylvania 
is still without a balanced and 
fiscally responsible budget. Yet, 
it’s time to plan for another one. 
Gov. Tom Wolf recently presented 
his 2016-17 budget proposal and 
hearings have begun.
 The budget process has been 
frustrating and difficult for sure. 
My Democratic colleagues and 
I stood united in support of 
the governor’s plan to pay our 
bills, address our budget debt, 
begin restoring the funding 
cuts made to education by the 
previous administration, and to 
put Pennsylvania back on track 
toward a stable and financially 
responsible foundation for 2015 
and the future. 
 Not everyone saw it that way. 
There was a lot of time wasted 
and the legislature failed to 
provide a well-crafted plan to 
prevent the commonwealth from 
facing financial devastation next 
year and beyond.

 Pennsylvania’s third-class and 2A cities have been 
seeking the option to administer and enforce their own 
parking laws. 
 My bill, H.B. 1455, would help provide that option. It 
would allow for an administration hearing process to 
provide more flexibility, reduce costs and administer 
prompt resolution of disputes and appeals. My legislation 
also would help shift the workload to the parking 
authorities and relieve some burden on the courts.
 The bill passed the House and now goes to the Senate 
for consideration.

Rep. Pashinski speaking at a news conference 
on the cancellation of session in December.

Online voter registration 
available in Pa.
 Please exercise your right to vote by registering online by 
March 28 to vote in the primary on April 26. It’s now easier 
for you to register online.
 By visiting www.register.votespa.com, you also can make 
updates to your voter record, such as change of name and 
address, and request assistance at a polling place. 
 This online system is more secure because the 
form goes directly to the proper Luzerne County voter 
registration office for processing, instead of your paperwork 
transferring through several hands before getting to the 
right person.

 House Democrats were ready 
to provide that plan. On Dec. 23, 
the House was in session, ready to 
vote on a balanced and responsible 
budget, one that was agreed to by 
the governor, Senate Democrats and 
Republicans and House Democrats. 
Unfortunately, minutes before the vote, 
House Republicans pulled out of the 
agreement and attempted to substitute 
another inadequate and unbalanced 
budget, just like ones signed by the 
previous administration.
 The Republican Speaker of the 
House decided to adjourn session that 
day and recess for Christmas without 
finalizing a budget. 
 The end result was the Senate 
voted on an earlier House Republican 
plan and sent it to the governor for 
his signature. The problem is this 
budget proposal does not provide 
enough money for the whole year! In 
order to prevent further personal and 
financial hardship for the people of 
Pennsylvania, the governor signed that 
proposal and vetoed various parts of 

the budget to force the legislators back to the 
Capitol with the hope of finally agreeing to a 
responsible budget. 
 Unfortunately, that has not happened. 
Many of my colleagues and I are ready to 
work around the clock until a reasonable 
budget can be achieved. Unfortunately, 
those in the Republican majority are the only 
ones who can approve that offer because 
the majority party controls the voting 
schedule and the agenda. 
 Every day without a balanced budget is 
another day that costs all Pennsylvanians 
millions of dollars. That’s money wasted and 
fiscally irresponsible, not very smart for sure!
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Rep. Pashinski with veterans and faculty members at Crestwood High 
School, where he was speaking with students about Veterans Day.

Rep. Pashinski with 
YMCA executive director 

Jim Thomas and YMCA 
financial advisor Megan 

Carnivale.

Rep. Pashinski with Professor Scott Weiland and some of his students at King’s College. 

Rep. Pashinski with nurses and members of 
PASNAP volunteering at Kirby Park during a 

Labor Day festival for veterans.

Rep. Pashinski with 
volunteers at Kirby 
Park during a Labor 
Day festival to benefit 
veterans.



Pashinski welcomes students
to the Capitol

Coughlin High School Student Council from Wilkes-Barre.

Dr. Kistler Elementary School from Wilkes-Barre.

St. Nicholas Elementary School from Wilkes-Barre.

Legislative Update
Pashinski fights for grandparents 
who raise grandchildren

Pashinski legislation looks 
to video gaming machines to 
provide property tax relief

Pashinski bill calls for creation of 
State Board of Professional Music 
Therapy Licensure

Pashinski bill gets endorsement

 The most recent U.S. Census found more than 191,000 
children in Pennsylvania are being raised by 80,000 
grandparents. Nearly 20 percent of these grandparents 
raising grandchildren are living in poverty.
 My bill, H.B. 662, which passed the House and is 
currently in the Senate, would focus on assisting these 
grandparents by establishing a Kinship Navigator Pilot 
Program to determine the needs of kinship caregivers 
and assess the feasibility of establishing a permanent 
program.
 There are many grandparents in Luzerne County 
who face challenges raising their grandchildren. These 
challenges include no support network, no access to 
legal advice or direction to service organizations, and no 
information on relief funds and rehabilitation services for 
grandparents and grandchildren. 
 Grandparents often are not prepared financially or 
emotionally to provide for their grandchildren. When 
taking on the role of parent, grandparents also often 
face custody battles that are costly, time-consuming and 
complicated. These grandparents need qualified support 
and guidance to help them navigate the complexities of 
the system.

 One of the biggest concerns I hear from my 
constituents is that their property taxes are too high. 
The Pennsylvania legislature must continue to keep 
its commitment in trying to reduce this burden on 
homeowners.
 Currently, I have legislation that would establish and 
regulate video gaming machines in restaurants, bars 
and clubs that have a valid liquor license. Each licensed 
establishment would be allowed a maximum of three 
video gaming machines. 
 Of the proceeds, 30 percent would go to the Property 
Tax Relief Fund, while the remaining money would be 
divided among the licensed establishment, licensed 
vendor, the municipality where the establishment is 
located, and to category 1, 2, and 3 licensed casinos.

 Coming from a music background, I have seen  
firsthand the positive effects that music conveys to 
people regardless of their circumstances. 
 My legislation, H.B. 1438, would create a State Board 
of Professional Music Therapy Licensure. It would offer 
a comprehensive system to issue licenses, develop 
regulations and administer provisions of the law.  
 This legislation is necessary to separate the distinct 
differences between a certified music therapist and 
certified music teacher or performer.
 A music therapist is trained to relieve, aide and 
rehabilitate physical or psychological conditions of an 
individual. They focus more on the clinical condition of 
a patient rather than on education, entertainment or 
performance.
 Music therapy began after World War I and World 
War II when musicians went to veterans hospitals 

 I am honored that the Pennsylvania Chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers has endorsed my bill, H.B. 662.
 NASW-PA, which represents more than 6,300 members in 
the commonwealth, said the Kinship Caregiver Navigators bill 
would assist caregivers by promoting open communication 
networks, mediating with service providers, and establishing 
relationships between kinship caregivers and state agency 
staff. 
 “The empowerment of families is essential in order to 
foster optimal, holistic development of children,” said Tara 
Breitsprecher, NASW director of government affairs and public 
policy. “We support this step towards providing additional 
services for vulnerable families and caregivers and commend 
Representative Pashinski for his leadership in working to 
establish a Kinship Caregiver Navigator Pilot Program.”
 This endorsement is a strong indication that the legislation 
is crucial for grandparents across Pennsylvania.
 There are at least a dozen states that have established 
similar and successful programs, including neighboring 
Delaware, New Jersey, New York and Ohio.

Rep. Pashinski with his granddaughter, Breann, and U.S. 
Sen. Bob Casey during Pope Francis’ visit to Philadelphia.

Rep. Pashinski joins music therapists and visitors at the Capitol 
in support of his bill, H.B. 1438.

Grants awarded around the district:

 The Commonwealth Financing 
Authority approved nearly $3.1 million 
in grants for vital and important projects 
in my district. The money comes from 
gaming funds.
 I believe this funding for these projects 
will not only help improve the quality 
of life for people who live, work and 
play in my district, but also invest in our 
children, create jobs and provide a bright 
future for the area. 
 Congratulations to the following grant 
recipients: 

 Luzerne County SHINE (Schools 
and Homes in Education): $831,545 to 
operate its afterschool program for one 
year.

 Children’s Service Center – $100,000 
to build a new outpatient clinic in Wilkes-
Barre and transform the current facility 
into a dental and medical clinic and 

pharmacy. This will add 30 full-time jobs.
 Wilkes-Barre City – $500,000 to 

renovate and rebrand Public Square as 
a hub to promote technology, job growth 
and community development. This 
project will create over 50 high-paying 
technical jobs.

 Medico Industries Inc. – $600,000 
for the Hanover Township facility to 
assist with facility upgrades and a new 
press line. The expansion will lead to an 
increase of 22 to 30 full-time positions.

 Hanover Township – $500,000 for 
vital sanitary sewer improvements, 
including replacement of sewer lines and 
manhole covers. 

 Wilkes-Barre City – $425,349 for 
repairing and replacing sections of 
retaining walls for Solomon Creek.

 Luzerne County Convention 
Center Authority – $100,000 to assist 

in necessary improvements at the 
Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza in 
Wilkes-Barre Township.

 Fairview Township – $40,000 to 
build a salt shed and facility to store two 
trucks. 
 The grants are funded by the Local 
Share Account, which receives gaming 
money generated by casinos, including 
Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs. 
The gaming funds provided by the 
casinos also distribute approximately 
$790 million statewide for property tax 
reduction, which on average equals 
to $215 in reduced property taxes for 
all Pennsylvanians for their primary 
residence. 
 CFA is an independent state 
agency responsible for administering 
Pennsylvania’s economic stimulus 
programs.

Pashinski welcomes over $3 million in grants for projects in his district

 The Family Service Association of NEPA does 
tremendous things to help children, families and 
communities throughout Wilkes-Barre and northeastern 
Pennsylvania. I was pleased to learn that the organization 
received a $100,000 grant from the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and Delinquency. 

 The nonprofit organization, headquartered in Wilkes-
Barre, will use the money to create a children’s advocacy 
center in Susquehanna and Wyoming counties.
The Family Service Association of NEPA was one of 
44 recipients of Penn State Endowment grants to help 
victims of child sex abuse recover and live normal lives.

Pashinski announces $100,000 grant to help child sex abuse victims

around the country and played for the patients dealing with 
physical and emotional trauma. 
 Since then, the science of music therapy has dramatically 
advanced to be included in medical protocol when 
addressing a person’s physical and mental challenges. 
 It is estimated that music therapists currently serve 
approximately 41,000 Pennsylvanians each year. They 
serve clients with a variety of needs, including people with 
Alzheimer’s disease, autism spectrum disorder, bipolar 
disorder, depression and dementia.

Pashinski co-chairs hearing on education funding
 Almost everyone recognizes the necessity of providing and 
appropriately maintaining a quality education system for the 
advancement of our citizens in the commonwealth. In April, I 
co-chaired a hearing in Wilkes-Barre with state Rep. Mike Sturla, 
chairman of the Democratic House Policy Committee, to examine 
education funding. 
 The meeting was held at Wilkes University and focused on Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s budget proposal to fund education, which I have been 

a supporter of since his inaugural budget address in March 2015.
 We received valuable testimony from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education and many school officials. Those 
who gave testimony represented the Wilkes-Barre Area School 
District, Hanover Area School District, Luzerne Intermediate Unit 
18, Education Voters of Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania State 
Education Association. All provided factual information to help the 
legislature support an appropriate funding plan. 
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